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Quanzhou’s Mazu Temple, as the cradle of Mazu Belief, plays an foundational and 
influential role in the dissemination of Mazu Belief. Based on fieldwork of cultural 
anthropology and functional theory of religions, this article study the Mazu Belief in 
Quanzhou’s Mazu Temple, showing the impact and functions on individuals, social 
norms of value, local community, cultural dissemination. Emphasizing on the 
relationship between human and society, functional theory discover the so-called 
survival “breakpoints” of contingency, lackness and fragility, which requires the 
aloofness of religious belief.      
First of all, Mazu Belief has dominant and potential functions on individuals. The 
case study on the blessing and protecting functions of Quanzhou’s Mazu Temple, 
shows the enlargement of the dominant aspect. Mazu’s influence is pre-conditions of 
the realization of the blessing and protecting. Worshiping Mazu implies psychological 
needs for individuals relieving anxiety and identifying role. And as the intermedium, 
experiencing the blessing and protecting bridges the gap between the sacred and the 
secular. What’s more, there is interactive relation between Mazu Belief and social 
norms of value. The combination of Mazu’s legends and the Confucianism shows that 
the apothegm and exhortations in the classical books of Mazu synchronized with the 
ethical values of society, which can be taken as a course of standardizing Mazu Belief 
as well. Take the Sacrificial Rite for Mazu's Birthday held in March 23, 2010 in lunar 
calendar for example, the maturity of the rite not only presented but also identified the 
transcendent relationship. Last but not least, a particularity in function shows itself    
through the communication between Quanzhou’s Mazu Temple and the temples in 
Taiwan. Based on the data of fieldwork, the Mazu’s impact on local society will be 
explicated. Functional theory is applied to analyze the case provided in this article, in 
order to reveal the particularity of local Mazu Belief through the universality, and to 
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